Antiphospholipid antibodies and cerebral lupus.
Antiphospholipid antibodies probably play a minor role in cerebral lupus. They are associated primarily with stroke and transient ischemic attacks, which occur only in a minority of patients with central nervous system complications of SLE. However, ready demonstration of functional effects of antiphospholipid antibodies in the coagulation system as well as persuasive evidence that they can induce thrombosis and pregnancy loss in experimental mice lend credence to the belief that many autoantibodies play a direct role in disease pathogenesis. Hence the role of the many autoantibodies associated with CNS lupus is a legitimate field of inquiry. This review outlines the history of antiphospholipid antibodies, discusses the controversy concerning antiphospholipid antibody specificity, summarizes recent experimental data on their functional effects in the coagulation system, and describes animal models of the antiphospholipid syndrome in which antibodies with cardiolipin-binding activity have been shown to play a direct role in thrombosis and pregnancy loss.